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His Majelties 
DECLARATION 


All His loving a BJECTS, 
Decent. 26, 1662, 


CHARLES R. . 


S it hath pleaſed Almigh- 
ty God ſo wonderfully 
to reſtore Us to the * 
[Throne of our Anceſtors, 
and Our Subjetts to hap- 
py Peace and Tranquilli- 
8 ty , without the leaſt 
Bloudſhed by the Milita- 
ry Sword ; pl having ba. 
* earneſtly "wiſhed 
both wight be ſecured 
and maintained with the 
. leaſt effuGion poſſible of 
"the ſame by the Sword 
| "of hiſtice,, as deſiring. 
mach rather to cure ay al Intentions of the- DifaffeQed by 
Our Clemency, then to ANG the EffeRts of them by Rt 
gour of Law 
We cannot but expreſs Our gredt grief and trouble, Thar 
the Lnpardonable,'as- well as Incarable Maligri of (ome 
ould have carriedithem anew to fel Fraiterods practice; 
| A 2 againlt 


_ this Kingdom. $ 


/2) 
againſt our Perſon and Government,. as have neceffitated Us 
to make freſh Examples by the death' of any more of Our 
Subjefs. But as the Publickneſs of, their Tryal in the ordi- 
nary cowlſe of Law, hath by their Convidtion ſufficiently ſa- 
tisfhed the World of the Enormity of their Crimes, fo we 
have thought fit at the ſame rime ghat we are forced to pu- 
niſh, to endeavour as much as in"us lyeth, the preventing 
all occafions of the like for the future by this Declaration 
Wherein our principal aim is, to apply proper Antidotes to 
all. thoſe Venemous Infinuations, by which ( as We are cer- 
tainly informed ) ſome of Out SubjeRs of Inveterate and un- 
alterable 11! Principles, do daily endeavour to poyſon the af- 
feCtions of our good People, by miſleading their Underſtand 
ings, and that principally by four forts of moſt falſe and ma- 
licious Scandals, which we do look. upon as the grounds of 


thoſe CO OE 
The farft;, by ſuggeſting unto them, That having attained Our 


end; in re-eſtabliſhing Our Regal authority, and gaining the power 

into Our own hands by a peers Condeſcention to a general AG 

of Indemnity, We intend nothing leſs then the Obſervation of 

it but on the contrary by degrees to ſubje# the Perſons and 

Eſtates of all ſuch who ſtood in nec ſ 

verge, and to give them up: 

their Fortunes in our Servick, 
Secondly, That upon .priiey 

Us, Weintend to introduced" 


1 


Thirdly, That having made aſe of | þ Solow proſe 
tender Conſciences, inſtead if gerfor ; any park 0 \thew, 4 
hen eur rw rock uf ſn 
to the ſcrupulons, by the 4 of Uni aw. 7, £2 - 
Fourthly and laſtly, We find it-as 
tizze We deny a fitting libersy. to_thofeotber 
jef#s, whoſe Conſciences will not allow them to conform to the 
not only in exempting them' from the penaltie of the Law, but 
even to ſuch a degree of Conntenance and Inconragement, as may 
Upon occaſion of all which wicked and malicious ſuggelti- 
ons, althogh We are confident that the innate Loyalty and 


Breda, ard in ſeveral Declayations: pce;of caſt. and biberty th 
have added ſireighter fetters 7 rocks * 
divulged throughout the whole Kinglas I | By E oa 
Religion eſtabliſhed by Law 5 We are highly indulecnt to Papiſts, 
even endanger the Proteſtant Religion. 
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againſt our Perſon and Government,. as have neceſſitated Us 
to make freſh Examples by the death of any more of Our 
Subjefs. But as the Publickneſs of their Tryal in the ordi- 
nary comſe of Law, hath by their Conviction ſufficiently ſa- 
tisfied the World of the Enormity of their Crimes, fo we 
have thought fit at the ſame time that we are forced to pu- 
niſh, to endeavour as much as in us lyeth, the preventing 
all occafions of the like for the future by this Declaration 3 
Wherein our principal aim 1s, to apply proper Antidotes to 
all thoſe Venemous Inf{inuations, by which ( as We are cer- 
tainly informed ) ſome of Our SubjeRs of Inveterate and un- 
alterable il! Principles, do daily endeavour to poyſon the at- 
feCtions of our good People, by miſleading their Underſtand 
ings, and that principally by four ſorts of moſt falſe and ma- 
licious Scandals, which we do look upon as the grounds of 

thoſe Traitergus Attempts. 
The fart, by ſuggeſting unto them, That having attained Our 
. ends in re-eſtabliſhing Our Regal authority, and gaining the power 
into Our ewn hands by a pare: Condeſcention to a general AG 
of Indemnity , We intend nothing leſs then the Obſervation of 
it but on the contrary by degrees to ſubje® the Perſons and 
Eſtates of all ſuch who ſtood in need.af that Law ts future re- 
venge, and to give them up: to 1 he ſpoil of thoſe, who had loſs 


their Fortunes in our Service, FREE 

Secondly, That upon pretence of Plots” and praGices againſt 
Us, Weintend to introduce” a Military -way of Government its 
this Kingdom. | a FELL ES 

Thirdly, That having made uſe of ſuch'Solemn promiſes from 
Breda, and in ſeveral Declarations ſence, of eaſe and liberty to 
tender Conſciences, inſtead af performrigg ery part of "them, We 
have added ſireighter fetters then eutr, and new rocks of ſcanda! 


k 


% 


to the ſcrupulous, by the AF of Unifprmity. e073: 

Fourthly and laſtly, We find it asartificially as maticiouſly 
dirulged throughout the whole Kingdom, That at the ſac 
time We deny a fitting liberty to thoſe-other Se#s-of -our *Sub- 
je#s, whoſe Conſciences will not allow them to conform to the 
Religion eſtabliſhed by Law ; We are highly indulgent to Papiſts, 
20t only in exempting them from the penaltieFof the Law, but 


ever to ſuch a degree of Conntenance and Inconragement., as may 
even endanger the Proteſtant Religion. 


Upon occaſion of all which wicked and malicious ſuggeſti- 
- ons, althogh We are confident that the innate Loyalty and 


good 
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_ tion of Our ſtedfaſt Reſolutions: :in all. thefe ps 


(a9 
good Afiections of the generality of our People, ſtrengthned 
by a due ſenſe off the; late Calamities browght u = them 
by the fame Arts; will hinder ſeeds of {fo deteſt; E's ha- 
ture from, taking xoot, and bringing forth the Fouts aimed 
ar by the ſowers of them : Yet: we think that in'Our _ 
ly care to prevent any miſ-[eading of thoſe; who are 
to Us, We owe unto them. and+ to our ſelves this 


DAf. 


As to the firſt Point, concerning the 'A@& of Ind 
Certainly there can be yo. greater evidence; thit che'ful 
it proceeded from the Clemency of Our Nartize! 4s avi 
frem the preſent Conjuafture of that Parlianent' | 
was firſt framed, thenthat' We have been pleaſed to make bl © 
Our eſpecial care to have it confirmed by a New A&irt tA, 
a Parliament compoſed of Members::ſoi full 'of Aﬀetivns td 
Our Perſon, and of Zeat for the: Publi que! ' go0d} as Weccould 
never have :cauſe. to. apprehend thats Exadting an jt A 
Confirmation of any thing that: had: been bio Extorted! 
or had at preſent been judged by Us prejudicial to eithi oY 
and therefore as We.not only conſented unto, 'but mo; js 
neſtly deſired the [paſſing has Att at firſts and-bonfitr it 
ſince, as being no leſs conformable:to Our: Narure, then on: A 
ducible to a happy. Settlement 2 {o'We do heteby moſt”. 
lemnly renew unte-all:Our Subje&s concerned ® It, th 
Engagement, on the Word of a King, Thitt it ſhalt never be 
in the power of any. Perſon or Intereſt whatſoever,'t6 make 
Us decline from the Religious Obſervance '6f lit; it” 
been alwayes a conſtant Profeflion "of Ours, "That 
and ſhall ever think Our Royal Dignity and GreatnblFuiit 
more happily, and ſecurely founded on-Our- own Cletnen- 
cy and Uur Subjecs Loyes, them/in thei#! Fears, and Or 
Power. 

Which moſt fincere Profeſlion of Ours may ſuffice als to 
expoſe the Wickedneſs and falſhood of the'other malice cont- 
cerning the deſign of. introducing ' a way of Goyeriitient 
by Military power.: . 

It is true, that We ſhould not think We diſcharged T1 dey 
what We owe to the .Publique Peace, and 'to\the ON. 
and Security of Parliaments, agwell as to the Safety "of On ur 
Perſcn, if whilſt We: daily: diſcover ſuch lead of 'di- 
ſtempered Minds, . and\ſuch dangerous Pradtices Mojng 
them, We thould for want of ſufficient Guardsput' ir 
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power of thoſe Rebellious Spirits to undertake probably at 
any time, what-they have at feveral times ſo madly atrempred 
for the Tuine and deſtruction of 'us all. "Of which certainly . 
belides the preſent: oceaſicn of new Precmation as well as new 
Severity, 'We Gappoſe all our oe SubjeQs need not alivelicr 
[ak more. moying/inſtatice, than what their? memories can 


furniſbthem wihy fromthe deſperate undertaking 'of Fenner 
_ and lys:Crew, which { as mad'as it was ) We leave to all the . 


World to judge, of how dangerous a'Cotfſequence jt. might 
ave been, without that lictle ſtrength terndining of thoſe 
x 8, which: (/to give Our People 'a- Feſtimony of Gur 
nd: All, Qur.; ſecurity rather in their AﬀeCtions then in 
any military Power ). we. had fo frankly Disbanded ; and 
which.. afterwatds by advice of Our Coudcil, meerly upon 
motives of the Publique Safety, . VVe conſented to increaſe 


| £9.that moderate; Proportion, which was indeed abſotutely 


neceſlary, and: hath ſince been ſufficiently proved to be ſo, by 
the {ſecurity which we owe to them from the late dangerous 
raftices-- '. | Uk 
,, But the reaſons of ſuch Precautions once ceaſing, we ate 
very ſure, that. whatiGuards ſoever 'may'be found neceſſary 
for [ls to continue, as in former times, for the Dignity and 
Honour of Our Crown'; the ſole' Serength and Secutity we 
ill ever confide in, ſhall be. the Hearts' and AﬀecGtions of 
ur Subjetts, mdeared and confirmed to Us by Our Graci- 
ous and ſteady manner of Government, - according to the An- 


cient known Laws of the' Land ; there being not any one of 

oor Subjects, who doth:more fron his heart abhor, then we 
Jur Selves, all fort of Military and Arbitrary Rule. 

As. for the Third concerning the Non-petformance of Out 

Promiſes, we remember well the very'words of thoſe from 


Breda ; | 

Via, We do Declare a Liberty to Tender Conſciences, and that 
no Man ſhall be' diſquieted or called in queition for differences of 
pine iu wetters of Religion, which- do not diſturb the Peace of 
the Kingdom ; and that We ſhall be ready to conſent to'ſuch an 
AT of Parliament, as upon mature deliberation foal be offered 
td. Vs for the fall granting that Induleence. | | 340 

We remember well the:Confirmations' We have made of 
them ſince upon ſeveral occafions in Parliamentzand as alt theſe 
things. are {till freſh in Our Memory;'ſo-'are we (till firm in 
the, reſojution 'of -performing them to the fulf. But it muſt 


not 


to offer Us any. to that purpoſe )rhat being: ſo:zealous 


(5) ; 


tot be wondred at, { lince that Pailiament, to- which 
Promiles were wade. in relation to-an;AQt, mneverithoir 


are, { andy the grace of God ſhall-ever be) for the't | 

nanee of the -true Proteſtant Religion, finding #616 ſhakey, 

.( matte fay overthrown) as we did,'We ſhould give its eftx 

blilkanent; the precedency. before matters of etopes 
* 


Diſtenters from it, But: that once done, ( as we hope 
ſufficiently by the Bill-of Uniformity)) weare glad to lay- 
cn this occafibh to renew unto alt Our Subjects conce 
thoſe Promiſes of Indulgence by a” true rendernek of Oh 
ſcience, this aſſurance + . 2 
That as in the firſt place: we have been Zedlous rolprele | 
Lniformity of the Church of \E»gla#d, in Diſciph re 
mony and Govertiment, / and ſhall ever conſtantly ures 1-1t : 
$4 as for:what concerns the Penaltics upon thoſe who't Hz 
ving peyceably ,) do got &bnforn thereunto through! {et 
and tenderneſs of milgulded Conſcience, bur- modeſtly 
without ſcandal pexformtheir devorions in their own W 
we ſhall make it Our» ſpecial Care fo far forth as-itt Us libs: 
without invading the Freedom of Pagliament, to/iticline the 
wiſdomat this next approaching Scflions, to Z "pm with'h 
in the making ſome. ſuch Att Fs that-pti poſe, as may emble 
Us to excrciſewith a' more univerſal le isfaQion, that oo | 


of Diſpenſing, which we conceive tobe inhicrent i Us 
can we 'doubt of their: cheafful co-operatibg with road br 
thing whetcity we do.conceive Our ſelves ſo & ged ny 
in Honour, and in what we owe to the Peace of 
nions, which we profeſs we can never think (otitis 
there ſhall. be a colour left f& the malicious and nib | 
inflame the minds of ſo many multitudes upon the ſcore; br 
Conſcience; with deſpair of ever obtairfng arly eff effet- of Ok 
Promiſes for their Eaſe. 't! - 

In the laſt place, as to that molt- perhiciois ad iijoticus 


Scandal; fo artificially ſpread and fomented, of Our Favour 
to Papiſts3 as it is but- a Repetition of the ee bogs 


Arts, " by which atl- the late Calamities have beer bro 
upon this Kingdom in the time of Otit Royal Father 
ſed Mernory, ( who, though the-moſt Pious and Pro” 
teftant that ever Reigned 1 in this Nation; could” trevef Waſh 
off the ſtains caſt him by that malice, but- by ffs Mar-" 
OY We conceive all Our Subjetts ſhould" be fafct- 


ently 


yy os 


o_m— —— wet 


''E) 


£Rtiy prepares: againſt; that :poyſon by memory: of-thole di- 
ſhxs;3.. 2ſpeciully bnee:ncthing! 15 more -eyident; then that 
&wickedAuthors ot abis ſcandal areiſuch as ſeek'to involve 
all, good Proteſtants undir the.odious name of Papiſts, or 
Foil afleticd:, Yetzwe cannot bur fay upon this occations 
Tong Qur Education, ,and:tourſe 0f.Life in ithe trac Prote- 
nt Religign bath been: ſuch, 'and: Our Conſtancy in! the 
Profeflion,of iz ſo eminent.in Our: moſt deſperate condition 
abroad among. Roman;Catholick: iPtinces,.-when as the ap- 


humane forecaſt, to have procured. Us the moſt powerful 

\[hſtances of Onr Re-eſtabliſkment, that:ſhould any of Our 
Subjects give-but the leaſt admiſſion;of that ſcandal into their 
belicfs, We ſhould look upon it as the. moſt impardonable ef- 
fence, that. they can be guilty of towards Us. *Tis true, that 
as We ſhall. atwayes according -to Juſtice retain, ſo We think 
It, may. become Us to avow to thedVorld a due ſenſe We have 
| the greateſt, part of Qur Roman Catholick Subjetts of this 
gdom, , having deleryed well froomOur Royal Father of 
Blefled: Megzory, and from Us,: and. even from: the: Prote- 
ant Religion it ſelf, :in; adheringae ls with their:Lives and 
Fortunes for, the maintenance of -Oue: Crown in the Religion 
cliablithed, againſt thoſe who under the namelof zealous Bro- 


Ht 


ha. 1mployed hoth Fire and Sword: ta overthrow them 
f 


Femme of receding from it had been-the Jikelieſt way in all 


h. We; ſhall with as much- freedom profeſs unto. the 
Vorld,; that, its not,in Our Intention ts exclude Our Ro- 
30k Catholick Subjetts, who. have. ſo demeaned. themſelves. 
rom.-all ſbzre.in the benefit of ſuch an AR, as purſuance of 


Fu promiles, the Wiſdom of Our Parliament ſhall think fit to 
offer unto. Us for the cale;pf Tender! Conſciences. lt might 
appear, no.lels then Injuſtice,, that thoſe who deſerved well, 
ang continyed tq do ſa,: ſhould be denyed ſome: part of that 
mercy, which We have obliged Our . Self to afford to ten 
times the number. of ſuch who haye not done fo. Beſides, ſach 
axe the.capital Laws in force againſt them; as though juſtified 
* their rigour by, the ,tunes;wherein they .were made, We 
profeſs It would be grieyous unto Us to; conſent'to the Exe- 
fon of them; by; patting;any of Out Subjects to death for 
e's Opinions, in matter ;of;Religion: only. [But .at the ſame: 
kat We: Declare Ourlittle liking: of thoſe: Sariguinary 


t 
11% 
of 


; and Quz Gracious: Intentions already expreſſed to ſach 
po deſtly, 


Roman, Catholick Subjects as ſhaltlive peiceably, mo- 
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deſtly and without ſcandal z We would have thein all know, 
that if for doing what their Duties and Loyalties obliged them 
to; or from Our acknowledgment - of their 'well-deferving, 
they ſhail have: the prefumption 'to hope for a Teleration of 
their Profeſhon, or a taking away either thoſe marks of di- 
ſtintion, or of Our Diſpleaſure, which in a ng nttjerin 
Kingdom ought alwayes to be fet upon Diſſenters, from the 
Religion of the State, or to obtain the 1&aſt remiſſion in the 
Strictneſ(s of thoſe Laws, which either are, or ſhall be inade 
to hinder the ſpreading of their Doctrine, to the prejudice of 
the true Proteſtant Religioh'; or that upon Our expreſsin 
( according to Chriſtian charity ) Our diflike of Bloodſhed 
for Religion only, Prieſts ſhall 'take the boldneſs to appear 
and avow themſelves to the offence and ſcandal of good Pro- 
teſtants, and of the Laws in force againſt thems they ſhall 
quickly find, We know as well fo be feyere, when Wiſdom 
requires, as Indulgent when charity and fence of Merit chal- 
lenge it from us. | 

With this We have thought fit'to arm Our good Subjects 
minds againſt the practices of Our ill ones, by a true know- 
ledge of Our own; of which now rightly . perſwaded, We 
make no queſtion, but that whoſoever they be from whom 
they can ferive the ſpreading or fomenting of any of thoſe 
wicked ſuggeſtions, they will look upon them with deteſtati- 
on, as the moſt dangerous Enemies of Our Crown, and of the 
Peace and Happineſ! of the Nation 3 And that what We have 
here publiſhed, will happily prepare them all to a chearful 
expcCtation of the approaching Seflions of Parliament, an aſ- 
ſembly ſo eminent in their Loyalty, and their Zeal for the 
Pe:ce and Proſperity of Our Kingdoms, that having already 
made thoſe happy Settlements for the maintenance of the Re- 
ligion eſtabliſhed, and of Our juſt Rights, their full concur- 
rence with Us, can no way be doubted in the performance of 
all Our promilſes, and to the effeQing all thoſe Gracious In- 
tentions which ( God knows_) Our heart is full of, for the 
Plenty, Proſperity and univerſal ſatisfaction of the Nation. 

In Order to which, although it be forreign to the main 
ſcope of this Our Declaration, which is principally to prevent 
the miſchiefs aimed at by the ſcandals therein mentioned, and 
that wherein we reſerve the enlargement of Our ſelf till the 
opening of the next Seſſions of Parliament, yet we cannot 
fo 5-car hinting here unto Our good Subje&ts Four particulars, 

C | , wherein 
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deſtly-and without ſcandal z Wewould have thein all know, 

. that 1f.for doing whartheir-Daties and Loyalties obliged them 
tog or from Our acknowledginent (of their* well=deferving, 
they hall have the prefumption"'to hope for a Teleration'of 
their Profeſhon, or a taking away Either thoſe marks of di- 
ſtinQion, -or of Our Diſpleaſare, which in a well-governed 
Kingdom ought alwayes to be fet upon Diſſenters, from the 
Religion of the State, or to obtain the "aſt Fetnifidn'"in the 
Strictneſs of thoſe Laws; which either are, or ſhall be inde 
to hinder the ſpreading of their Do@rine, to the prejudice of 


the true Proteſtant ReligisH's or that y Our expreſs1 


( according to Chriſtian charity Y Oar dillike of Bloodſh 
for Religiononly, Priefts ſhall "rake the boldneſs op "ear 
and avow themſelyes to the offence and ſcandal of ggo! Þ; )- 
teftants, and of the Laws in'force* againſt them's they. ſhall 
quickly-find; We know: as well fo'be feyete, when Wildom 
requires, as Indulgent when charity-and ſence'of Merit chal- 
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on, as the moſt dangerous Enemies of Our Crown, and of the 
Peace atd-Happineſl of the Nation 3 And that what We have , 
here publiſhed, will happily prepare them all to a chearful 
expediitin of the approaching Sefſions of Parliament, an aſ- 
ſembly ſo eminent in their Loyalty, and their Zeal for the 
Peace and Profperity of Our Kingdoms, that having already 
made thoſe happy Settlements for the maintenance of the Re- 
ligion eſtabliſhed, and of Our juſt 69 pp: their full concur- 
rence with Us, can no way be doubted in the performance of 

all Our promiſes, and to the effefing all thoſe Gracious In- 
tentions which ( God knows) Our heart is full of, for the 
Plenty, Proſperity and univerſal ſatisfaction of the Nation. 

In Order to which, although it be forreign to the main 
ſcope of this Our Declaration, which is principally to prevent 
the miſchiefs aimed at by the ſcandals therein mentioned, and 
that wherein we reſerve the enlargement of Our ſelf till the 
opening of the next Seffions of Parliament, yet we cannot 
fo >-ear hinting here unto Our good Subje&ts Four particulars, 

C | . wherein 
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wherein we: think to, give them the moft | important 
marks of Our care. \ Firſt, 1m puniſhing by ſevere Laws that 


Ticentiouſneſs and impiety,which fince the: diſſolution of Govern- 


ment, We find to Our great grief, hath overſpread the Nation. 
Secondly, As well by Sumptuary Laws, as by Our own Example 
of. Frugality, to reſtrain the exceſs in mens. expences, which is 
grown ſo general and ſo exorbitant, beyond all bounds, either of 
a bpm or fortunes. Thirdly, So to perfei# what we have 
already induſtrion/ly begun-in the retrenching of all Our own or- 
dinary and extraordinary Charges in Navy, Garriſons, Houſhold, 
and all their dependants, as to bring them withi the compaſs of 
Our ſetled Revenne, that thereby Onr Subjets may have litt 
cauſe to apprehend Our frequent preſſing them for new Aſſiſtances. 
And laſily, ſo to improve the goo Com oquonces of theſe three 
particulars to the advancement of Trade, that all Our SubjeFs 
finding ( as well as other Nations envying ) the advantage this 
hath of thews in that prime foundation of Plenty, they may all 
with minds happily compoſed by Our Clemency and Indulgence, 
(inſtead of taking up thoughts of deſerting their Profeſſions, or 
Tranſplanting ) apply themſelves comfortably, and with redoubled 
induitry to their ſeveral Vocations, in ſuch manner as the pri- 
vate Tntereſt of every one in particular may eucourage him to 
contribute chearfully to the general Proſperity. 


Given at Our Court at #hitchall, this Twenty ſixth day of 
December, in the Fourteenth Year of Our Reign. 
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